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IS Development Forum

Architecture Committee Meeting Minutes
September 27, 2005
	Attendees:
	Max, Jeff, Valene, Sharon, Judy, Mark, Kent, Wendy, Mary-Francis, Denise



	Review of Java Naming Conventions
	A Summary of Java Naming Conventions was provided by Sharon for review by the committee
· Valene pointed out that Craig’s “Exploration of RPG Procedures” presented to the RPG committee makes use of the $ and she doesn’t care for this usage.  It was unanimous by the committee that special characters like the $ and % would be forbidden by the Glazer’s standard.

· This explorative document also mixed native I/O and SQL I/O, which was raised as a concern that we wouldn’t want to be accepted as a standard within the department.  Actually, Craig's program did not mix native I/O and SQL, and I do not see that as necessarily a problem.  It may make perfect sense under some circumstances.  I noted that the program did not segregate I/O logic from business logic, but still intertwined I/O logic with business logic as is customarily done in traditional RPG programming.  I suggest that beginning to separate I/O activity from business logic (as in GSC7010 or GSC2101) is a good practice as we begin to move towards an n-tiered architecture, or a good practice under more proceduralized program designs.
· It was decided that Java classes relate to RPG Service Programs

· Java methods relate to RPG Procedures
· Multiple Java packages typically make up an application (more precisely, the classes which make up a Java application (or "program") are generally drawn from several packages)

	Our “New” Environment
	· It will be imperative for Legacy work to coexist with the new technology that is accepted as standard at Glazer’s.

· Currently written code is already evolving

· We need to get new standards outlined and restrict coding to abide by either the existing RPG Standards and Guidelines or the New Standards and Guidelines

· Performance is already becoming an issue

· Programmers are calling service programs inefficiently, which is causing extra I/O

· Programmers need to be held accountable for their modifications (for anything except a simple field expansion – i.e. BMIP – this involves figuring out what a program does and understanding the implications of the change

	
	· Max discussed that in Java there are identifiable patterns.  Is there something similar in RPG?  There are general patterns of flow that should be followed.


	Recommendations
	· It was recommended that the committee take the time to read the article sent out by Max over the weekend discussing SOA.
· Want to get everyone following the new naming conventions

	
	· Judy suggested keeping a summary of things that need to be checked and understood – program flows and general I/O

	
	· We will need to enforce database creation rules and soft-coding

	#1 PRIORITY
	· DATA INTEGRITY


	Where are we going?
	· Judy and Sharon will begin designing the new naming conventions for the next generation at Glazer’s

· No $ and No #

· Mark would like to see some type of standard for work fields…(gvitem, svitem use temp field “item”.  This makes maintenance difficult.  Would prefer to see the temp field prefixed – preItem or tempItem)

	
	· Valene wanted to know what the committee thought about constraints, referential integrity and db triggers.  Do we want to move forward with db programming (selects, omits, etc.)?  
· Commitment control has definite advantages

· All files at the branches are now being journaled

· Jeff and Kent will investigate these topics

· Max pointed out that more constraints help with processing

· A general consensus was reached that constraints are valued and would be preferred in methods rather than database

· It was also noted to triggers cannot be disabled while a file is being accessed and can cause issues with this restraint

	Topics passed to this Committee
	· How to move to n-tiered architecture

· Web apps (MVC)

· RPG, SQL, Java

· Service Programs, SOA, Common I/O procedures

· Can and must be built in parallel to support the coexistence philosophy
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