Java Committee Mtg Notes 8/24/05

· Jeff reviewed his change management findings on Hawkeye, Aldon, and Turnover.  Jeff gave an initial report on his ongoing research into this area, noting that Hawkeye does not support Java, and that its ability to import cross-reference information is limited by 10-character name sizes.  Jeff is getting more information about a promising iSeries-based product called X-Analysis (see http://www.databorough.com/).

· A major challenge facing increased use of Java here has to do with finding a way to blend Java documentation and cross-referencing with our iSeries RPG/DB2 documentation and cross-referencing.  

· Ray made a proposal to create an RPG cross-reference program including f-specs for any file accessed by the associated Java program.  This RPG program would then be picked up by Hawkeye and cross-referenced.
· A negative point on this matter would be that each programmer would have to remember to update the RPG program along with the Java.

· The positive side is that it would give us the visibility of object relations we are accustomed to having access to.

· It was decided by the committee that base classes need to be established (i.e. pack code class where pack code validations would occur)  This would aid in centralizing data access rather than having each individual programming accessing the database files/tables directly.
· We could create our own parser to search out embedded SQL

· Hawkeye searches for static SQL statements, but can’t handle dynamic

· Would recommend having pooled prepared statements on the java side, but not RPG as it hinders the RPG performance.

· Ray and Jeff will continue researching the change management software and architect our best solution going forward.

· Is there a limit to the number of characters for naming on iSeries?  10-character name for objects and libraries
· We need to introduce what object-oriented really means – Ray…

· Encourage people to experiment with ILE procedures before moving into Java

· Russell would be a good candidate to outline our Java 101 Course.

· Java can be used in very different ways

· Web-based applications

· Stand-alone applications

· Sharon/Jeff/Max/Ray will give a presentation to the forum over these topics.

